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Patient with concern for blunt
cervical spine injury

Inclusion criteria

Alert, stable patients with blunt trauma?

I
yes

v

Focal neurologic deficit present?

|
no

.

Midline spinal tenderness present?

|
no

+

Altered level of consciousness present

|
no

Intoxication present?

|
no

Distracting injury present?

I
no

-

The C-Spine can be cleared
clinically by these criteria.

Imaging is not required.
NEXUS criteria sensitivity 99.6%

for ruling out clinically significant
injury in its validation study.
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Cervical Spine Clearance - NEXUS

Link to Canadian Head CT criteria

- no —

Use clinical judgement.

— yes —)

Consider CT C-spine neuro deficit

- Yyes —)  Consider CT C-spine spine TTP

- yes —) Consider CT C-spine AMS

— yes —)

Consider CT C-spine intoxication

—— yes —)  Consider CT C-spine distracting injury

Age > 65

Age > 65 is not part of the
NEXUS criteria, but there is
some association with injuries in
this population.

CT cervical spine > 65

Link to Canadian Head CT criteria



