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Wound care, Closure, and Antibiotic 
Assessment (below)

Tetanus  Assessment (Page 2) Rabies Assessment (Page 2)

Animal Bite Protocol

Assess need for and implement resuscitative efforts as indicated

Bite history and physical examination:

 Time since bite
 Animal details (species, behavior)
 Associated symptoms
 Vocation, avocation, and handedness
 Past medical history
 Physical examination (length, depth, 

contamination, and neurovascular status)

Wound Care, Closures and Antibiotics

Evaluate need for consultant involvement: (neurovascular, joint, sensitive structure, or deep tissue compromise)

Consider radiography

Exploration, Irrigation and debridement

Antibiotic determination Closure determination

High Risk Factors (Figure 1)

No antibiotics Antibiotics
(Figure 2)

Risk of infection outweighs
cosmetic/functional benefits 

(Figure 1)

Healing by secondary intention or delayed primary closure Primary closure

NO YES YES NO
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Rabies

Wild animal Domestic animal

LOW RISK: 

Squirrel, 

chipmunk, 

lagomorph, 

rodents

HIGH RISK: 

Bat, Raccoon, 

Skunk, Fox, or 

Unusual Behavior

Prophylaxis likely 

not indicated

Initiate 

prophylaxis 

(Figure 4)

HIGH RISK: 

Dog, cat, ferret

LOW  RISK: 

Livestock, pet 

rodent, 

lagomorph

Available for
Prophylaxis likely 

not indicated

 10 day observation

Tetanus

Incomplete or unknown immunization status Complete tetanus series

Tetanus immunoglobulin and initiation of
Vaccination series (Figure 3)

High risk wound?
Figure 1

Tetanus if > 5 years (Figure 3) Tetanus if > 10 years (Figure 3)

YES NO

YES NO
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